
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

About Celebrities 

 

          While I was reading this morning’s gospel* to you, you no doubt were saying to 

yourself, “Jesus was a real celebrity, wasn’t He?” Well, have you ever thought of being a 

modern-day celebrity yourself? Not of the sexy kind that are always making the 

headlines today and not like some of the crooked politicians or lawyers, but an honest-

to-goodness celebrity after the type of Jesus? 

     I think that we might all envy celebrities. After all there are so many qualities about 

their lives that are so enviable. However, allow me to let you in on a secret.  (This is not 

from personal experience.) There are times when celebrities actually envy us ordinary 

everyday people. 

     You do know that when you are a celebrity you no longer enjoy any real privacy. 

You cannot go wherever you please without being followed by a mob and the 

paparazzi. Celebrities envy those of us who can move about freely. Just to run over to 

Walmart or to run down to Wendy’s for a hamburger without the prying eyes of 

reporters and the flashing of their cameras. That is something that they just cannot buy.  

     Well, Jesus was a celebrity. And once He began His public life and once He started 

working His miracles, it was goodbye to His mother and His home-booked meals. It 

was goodbye as well to His peace and His privacy. 

     Today Jesus withdrew toward the lake with His disciples. But a great crowd 

followed Him down from Galilee and an equally great multitude came to Him from 

Judea, Jerusalem, Indumea, Transjordan and the neighborhood of Tyre and Sidon 

because they had heard all about what He had done. Because of their numbers, Jesus 

told His disciples to have a fishing boat ready for Him so that could jump into it and 

avoid the press of the crowd against Him. 

     My question for you this morning is this: “Do you want to be famous? Do you want 

to be sought after? Do you want to be a celebrity?” Well, be sure to think twice about 

this before you make your decision. And your answer really should be, “There is only 

one person whose eyes I would always want to have fixed upon me. There is only one 

person that I always want to find me whenever I get lost. There is one person I want to 

recognize me when I die and cross over that great divide.” 
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     This is the one person that we are here to see at St. Thomas this morning. We want 

God’s eyes always resting upon us. It is my wish that He will never stop bugging you 

and will never stop smothering you with love like a doting mother or father. 

     You see to God, YOU ARE a celebrity So don’t ever try to hide from Him. 

 

*Inspired by Mark 3:7-12 

 


